
 
 

Graduate Exhibition + 2 
 

Charles Beard 
Ashieka Daniels 

Devyn Foster 
Brittany Ivy 
Joshua Joyce 

Karalyne Murray 
Keli Panega 

Beatriz Romaro 
+ 

Irene Ganas 
Annabelle Mullennix 

 
 

 

April 28 - May 21, 2014 

 
Curated by Paul Rinaldi 

 
◙●◙●◙ 

 
Christopher Art Gallery 

 

Prairie State College 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

The Fine and Applied Arts program is pleased to present the 2014 Graduate 
Exhibition.  This year’s exhibit showcases works in drawing, painting, 
photography, sculpture, graphic design, and digital art by students completing 
degrees in Fine Arts, Multi-Media and Photography.  Eight of the ten exhibiting 
students participated in our Department’s capstone Portfolio Seminar, where 
they gained a greater awareness of professional standards, developed an artist 
statement addressing their creative interests and process, and produced a 
cohesive body of new work that is exhibited here. 
 
The scope of the work testifies to the level of commitment, exploration and 
visual discovery undertaken by each student.   Some of our students work from 
an emotional reservoir rooted in memory and dream, while others seek to pay 
homage to the relatively invisible traces and footprints of human activity that 
speak volumes.  In other works, one finds a profound desire to express self and 
identity by looking to the past and present through a variety of conceptual 
constructions. 
 
The diverse backgrounds and creative interests of our students bring immense 
vitality to our visual arts program.  Their achievement is greatly supported by 
the Prairie State College administration, art faculty and staff, and speaks to the 
College's collective effort to promote the arts and culture in our community.   
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Charles Beard 
 
 
This group of photographs includes a diverse mix of athletics and landscape 
photography.  I’ve been photographing various sports since I was 17, and I 
immediately felt this was a subject that combined my enthusiasm with my technical 
skills. I truly enjoy taking action photos, and my work has been met with incredible 
support by the players, coaches, and parents at the events.  
 
I'm also very interested in capturing the light of sky and landscape, and I've 
undertaken several photo-shoots of Chicago area waterfronts, including locations in 
Wilmette, IL, and Beverly Shores, Whiting, and Michigan City, IN. With these 
works, I offer expanded panoramas that depict sky environments as experienced 
during different times of the day, and under varied weather conditions.  The 
shorelines, with their dunes, hills, and light houses help anchor the luminosity of 
the sky.  Happy viewings! 
 
 

 

Tranquil Fury 

digital photograph 
10" x 8" (matted) 

2014 
 



      
 
 

 

Ferocity  
digital photograph 
10" x 8" (matted) 

2014 
 

Fluidity 
digital photograph 

13" x 19" 
2014 



Ashieka Daniels 
 

As an emerging artist I am exploring various tools, materials and mediums in a 
quest to find my authentic identity. Ever since I was a little girl, I loved to work 
with my hands and use my imagination to create. I carry that same innocence, joy 
and love into my artwork in what I consider "playtime". I have created many of my 
pieces through a process of exploration, trial and error. I enjoy the journey that I 
take with my artwork from concept to completion. At times I start with a concept 
and at other times I release myself from any preconceived ideas and intuitively go 
for it! I truly have a relationship with each of my pieces; they are like small 
extensions of myself. I have learned that this love/hate relationship is part of my 
process. Every color and every brush stroke has a meaning. My artwork should 
awaken something within the spectator that causes her or him to pause and reflect. 
 

My theme for this exhibit is "Conceptual Self Portraits". Inspiration for these pieces 
comes from my life experiences. The idea for this theme came through a challenge 
to express myself in a new and unique way. My "Conceptual Self Portraits" are an 
exploration of texture, shape, form, and line.  As I move across different mediums, 
I discover new ways to express myself. One color couldn’t describe me; one stroke 
couldn’t reveal all of who I am. I chose to use painting, sculpture and photography 
to share the many sides of myself. My work in this exhibit was designed for 
viewers not only to see another side of me, but to ultimately cause them to think 
about themselves in new, revealing ways.  
 

       

Woman 

carved plaster 
10" x 6" x 3.5" 
2014 



  
 
 

          

Gifts 

painted clay forms 
dimensions variable 

2014 

left:  Me: Conceptual Self Portrait 
         mixed-media construction 
         16" x 16" x 16" 
         2014 
 

         below: detail 



Devyn Foster 
 
 
 

In 2008, I inadvertently discovered my love for art and design while majoring in 
nursing at NIU.  I had no idea that my passion was design, until one day I started 
creating pieces for a power-point presentation and instantly fell in love with the 
process. My mother was a book publisher, and I sent her some of the designs that I 
had been working on.  She was impressed enough to ask me to work on some book 
covers.  Her client loved my first design, and I knew that graphic design was a 
talent I wanted to explore.   
 
My design work is in part influenced by the graphic artist Cassandre (Adolphe 
Jean-Martin Moreau), who creates his work digitally. His unique style inspires me 
through its dynamic use of the abstract characters and bold fonts; he has a unique 
style that is repetitive and stands out from other artists. 
 
I create my designs using Adobe Illustrator and Adobe Photoshop. My work is 
bold; I use negative space to bring out the contrast of shapes. I love working with 
color, but I have recently found myself exploring tonal contrasts within black and 
white design structures. My design work is often rooted in abstract characters and 
patterns that give the viewer a chance to discover the structures used build abstract 
form.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Endless Possibilities I, 16" x 112", digital art print, 2014 
 



 

 

  
 

details from: 
Endless Possibilities series 



Brittany Ivy 
 

When I took my first intro to computer graphics class I thought, how hard could 
this class be because I like art?  I’ll admit some of the assignments were much 
harder than others, but the class and instructor helped open my eyes to see that this 
is what I want to do with my life.  Creating digital art and design is what I have a 
passion for.  
 
My recent work is a body of digital art that typically begins with photographic 
sources. As part of my process I experiment with successive layers of color, 
textures, and digital effects that intuitively feel right to me.  All of the work I create 
represents me, as it is an expression of inner moods and feelings that I experience 
in the moment when I am creating. The color that I use in some of my pieces may 
seem a little dark, but that’s only because I like deep, sensuous color.   
 
 

 
 

Tree Nook, no. 2, digital art print, 20" x 24” 2014 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Six Rocks, digital art print, 16" x  20” (matted), 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   



 Joshua Joyce 
 
I started making art at an early age, inspired by seeing my grandma create 
decorative objects with wood and other materials. I knew that I wanted to get 
involved with art, but at the time I didn’t know exactly what that would mean. 
 
I enjoy design work because of the creativity involved in generating an effective 
layout that communicates necessary content in a visually engaging way. My 
graphic design work starts with the client's needs and desires, and typically 
involves specific ideas about color. I start my process by making rough sketches 
that outline various approaches to the visual problem.  I then produce more refined 
working drawings that are transferred into a digital format for development in 
adobe Photoshop and Illustrator.   
 
 

       
 

Self-Portrait (The Real Me) 

digital art print 
dimensions variable 
2014 



 

 
 

Self-Portrait as a Robot (Chicago Robot), digital art print, dimensions variable, 2014 



                                                                              Karalyne Murray 
 

I photograph my subjects as I find them, unmoved from where their “home” is. 
Each subject reveals something particular about its owner, and I hope that by 
grouping the photographs together, I can provide a collective glimpse of the 
personality responsible for their acquisition, use, and placement. In many ways, I 
regard these groupings as portraits in absentia. 
 
Light is such a key force and very much controls how the subject is seen.  I find 
that there is one specific time that the light will be just perfect, revealing the 
essence of my subject. It can show that special side that tells a whole new story, but 
once that light moves, the story goes back into hiding. I want to find the detail and 
make even smaller objects seem big in life. Sometimes the smallest things hold the 
biggest meanings. 
 
By grouping several images that are the personal effect of a particular individual, I 
hope that the viewer can begin to piece together a sense of the person and 
personality whose selection and placement of these subjects is at the core of my 
undertaking.  I hope that after viewing the photographs, a story emerges and the 
viewer is able to distill something meaningful about the life that inspired these 
subjects. I very much want the objects tell their own story, and I hope to show that 
there is beauty and a unique personality to every home. It is all in the things that 
make your own house “home”. 
 

     

Hearts 
digital photograph 
13" x 16" (matted)  
2014 
 



 
 

Hard Drive, digital photograph, 13" x 16", 2014 

 

 
 

Cellular, digital photograph, 11" x 14", 2014 



Keli Panega 
 
 
When I was a child everyone always wanted to take pictures of me. As I grew older 
I noticed it was not just me that it was happening to; it was many people my age 
and any age for that matter. After my daughter was born I knew I didn’t want to 
miss a thing, so I was constantly taking photos of her and everything she did. 
 
While raising her, I wanted to find ways to better her life. I decided to continue my 
education instead of struggling with a job that was barely making ends meet. When 
I first started at Prairie State College, my goal was to become an ultrasound 
radiologic technologist. I grew sick while working, and I later became disabled.  
My doctors suggested that I pursue an alternative direction, and I decided to 
become a professional photographer.  
 
The subjects of my work are most typically people, animals, and cars; they all have 
a personality that I wish to convey through the photograph.  For this exhibit, I've 
chosen to create two photographic installations, one based on a group of 
photographs of my cat, and the other based on photographs of a vintage van.  
Within the individual images, I work to vary the point-of-view to convey individual 
aspects of my subject.  I enjoy working with the collection of images to come up 
with a compelling arrangement that conveys my experience with the subject, 
revealing my glances through time. 

 
 

 
 

details from: Van, digital photographs, dimensions variable, 2014 



 

 
 

 
 

 

details from: Cat 

digital photographs 
dimensions variable 

2014 



                                                                 Beatriz Romero 
 
 
 
As a graphic artist, I don’t work just to create a beautiful image. It’s not just the 
final result that is important. To me it is the process; the beauty and simplicity of an 
empty surface transformed into something beautiful, the way that every stroke 
leads to an appealing image, bringing forth a unity of image and information. There 
is a magical progression that occurs as the image develops from an empty sea of 
possibility to a sensual floral form, or an evocative image that may bring viewers a 
memory of a dream, or feeling that they themselves cannot explain.  It gives me a 
great sense of accomplishment to see that final result, and in knowing that I have 
learned something new in the process. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Trainer 

business card 
2" x 3.5" 

2014 



 
 

 
                           

 

Invitation, graphic design, 8.5" x 5”, 2014 
 
 



                                                                                      Irene Ganas 
 
I see the beauty of the world as God's Cathedral: simplicity, wonder, delicacy, 
majesty and grandeur in the infinity of large and small. It is based on the light and 
how it makes me feel, as well as composition. My vision is evolving through 
improving my photographic techniques to enable me to express what I see and how 
it makes me feel. 
 
This series of images is my expression of the light revealing its beauty on nature 
and on the hand of man, through colors, textures, movements, textures, forms and 
tonalities. 
 

 

Tall Shadows 

digital photograph 
16" x 13" 

2014 



 

 
 

 
 Spring Storm, 13" x 16", digital photograph, 2014 

 

City Tapestry 

digital photograph 
13" x 16" 
2014 
 



                                                                           Annabelle Mullennix 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Hanging Babies, digital photograph, 13” x 16”, 2014 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Ghost, digital photograph, 13” x 16”, 2014 

 

 
 

Tree Shelter, digital photograph, 13” x 16”, 2014 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 


