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Assignments  

The Assignments tool in D2L allows students to submit files to their instructor. The 

Assignments may be setup for either individual or group submissions. There is also the option 

to enable Turnitin Plagiarism Detection directly within Assignments. 

 

Creating an Assignment folder 

To create a new Assignment folder 

1. Select Assessment then Assignments from the course navigation bar. 

2. Select New Folder. 

3. Under the Properties tab, enter the title of the folder in the Name field. 

4. If desired, select the Originality Check option. 

5. Select the appropriate Folder type, either Individual or Group Submissions. 

6. If desired, select or create a Category. 

7. If desired, select or create a Grade Item. 

8. Enter the total points in the Out of box. 

9. Enter the assignment instructions in the Instructions text field. 

10. If desired, add an attachment by selecting Add a File. 

11. Set the submission options. 

12. Under the Restrictions tab, you have the following options: 

 Availability: You can choose to give the assignment a start and end date. This 

will only give students the ability of submitting their work during a certain time 

frame. 
 

 

 Special Access: You have the option to allow selected students the ability to 

either see the assignment or submit the assignment even after the availability has 

expired. 

13. Select Save and Close. 

Editing an Assignment Folder 

1. Select Assessment then Assignments from the course navigation bar. 

2. Select the down arrow and then the  Edit icon for the Assignment you want to edit. 

3. Change any of the options that you wish to change. 

4. Select Save. 

Note: Make sure you uncheck Hidden from users. If you do not, the 

students will not see the Assignment folder. 
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Assignment Submission Options 

Submission options give you more control over your Assignment folders and how they handle 

file submissions. You can set up your folders to allow only one file or unlimited files per 

submission. You can control how subsequent submissions are handled: choose whether to keep 

all file submissions, to have subsequent submissions overwrite existing submissions, or to 

restrict submissions to a single event. 

To restrict the number of files allowed per submission 

1. On the Properties tab, click Show Submissions Options. 

2. Choose one of the following options: 

 Unlimited 

 One file per submission 

3. Select Save. 

To change how subsequent file submissions are handled 

1. On the Properties tab, click Show Submissions Options. 

2. Choose one of the following options: 

 All submissions are kept 

 Only the most recent submission is kept 

 Only one submission allowed 

3. Select Save. 
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Turnitin: Plagiarism Detection  

Plagiarism detection enables you to monitor your Assignment folders and identify potential 

cases of plagiarism by automatically comparing submissions to an online database of original 

content. You can then view Originality Reports which highlight key areas, show a breakdown of 

matching sources, and provide direct links to the matching content. 

You can also take advantage of the integrated Online Markup tool which enables you to add 

comments, inline text, and highlight sections in file submissions, directly from Assignments. 

Creating an Assignment folder using Plagiarism Detection 

To enable Plagiarism Detection 

1. While creating or editing an Assignment folder, select the checkbox for Originality 

Checking. 
 

 

2. Complete the necessary additional fields for your folder and select Save. 

 

Using Originality Reports for Assignment Submissions 

When you enable Originality Checking, an options area appears at the bottom of the 

Properties tab. Here you can control end user visibility and set the Originality Reports 

frequency. 

To allow submitters to see Originality Reports 

1. Select the Show Advanced Originality Checking Options to open the advanced 

options area. 

2. Select Allow submitters to see Originality Reports. 

3. Select Save. 
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To change the frequency of your Originality Reports 

1. Select the Show Advanced Originality Checking Options to open the advanced 

options area. 

2. Choose one of the following options: 

 Automatic originality checking on all submissions 

 Identify individual submissions for originality checking 

3. Select Save. 

 

Manually submitting files for Originality Checking 

If your Assignment folder has Identify individual submissions for originality checking 

enabled then you need to manually submit file submissions for originality checking. This is useful 

when you don’t want to check every file submission for plagiarism but still want the ability to 

do so on a case by case basis. 

To manually submit files for Originality Checking 

1. Ensure that Identify individual submissions for originality checking is enabled in 

the Properties tab. 

2. From the Folder Submissions page, select the  Submit File for Originality 

Checking icon. A message displays indicating the file has been submitted for review. 

3. Check the Folder Submissions page to view the status of your Originality Report. 

 

 

Viewing Originality Reports 

You can view Originality Reports from the Folder Submissions page. When a report is available 

the status changes from In Progress to a percentage rating, which indicates the level of 

matching content. 

 

A lower percentage rating indicates the content is original and has not been copied. A higher 

percentage rating indicates the content is not original and has been copied from another 

source. 
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Percentage ranges are associated with the following colors: 

 Blue >=   0 and < 20% 

 Green >= 20 and < 40% 

 Yellow >= 40 and < 60% 

 Orange >= 60 and < 80% 

 Red >= 80 and <=100% 

 

To view an Originality Report for a submission 

1. Click the colored section  beside the percentage rating to view the associated 

Originality Report. 

2. The Originality Report is comprised of two panes: 

 Right Pane: Lists all of the matching content sources, including the percentage of 

text that matches and a link to the online content. 

 Left Pane: Displays the submission text using colored highlights to draw attention 

to the matching content. 

 

 

 

Plagiarism Detection File Type Compatibility 

The following file types are compatible with Plagiarism Detection: 

 MS Word 

 WordPerfect 

 PostScript 

 Acrobat PDF 

 HTML 

 RTF 

 Plain text 

 

 

 

Tip: For more detailed help with Originality Reports, click the help link in the top-

right corner of the report page. 

Note: If your file type is incompatible with Plagiarism Detection the  Information icon 

displays instead of a percentage rating. 
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Assignment Online Markup 

If Originality Checking is enabled, you can use the Online Markup functionality to add 

comments, insert inline text, and highlight sections in file submissions, directly from the 

Assignment tool. 

To open a version of your Assignment submission in Online Markup 

1. From the Folder Submissions page, click Leave Feedback for the applicable user. 

2. Click the Markup icon beside the applicable file. The Online Markup report opens in a 

new window. 

3. Add comments, highlight text, save, and print your Online Markup report using the 

available tools in the menu bar. You can view a summary of the submission at the top of 

the page, including word count, submission date, and Originality Report rating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tip: For more detailed help with Online Markup functionality, click the help link in 

the top-right corner of the report page. 


