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GOLD

Illinois Campus Sustainability Compact
PSC was recognized by former Governor Pat Quinn and the 
Green Governments Coordinating Council as a Gold Level 
Compact School in October 2014. 

Ms. Kummelehne attended the 28th annual Illinois Governor’s 
Sustainability Awards ceremony, where she accepted, 
on behalf of PSC, the Gold Level Achievement Campus 
Sustainability Compact award. 

To achieve this recognition, PSC, through the Sustainability 
Center:

• Adopted a written statement acknowledging support 
for sustainability 

• Created a focal point to lead sustainability work across 
the campus 

• Created a website that raises awareness and generates 
interest about the institution’s sustainability efforts

• Created opportunities for students and faculty to 
provide suggestions for advancing sustainability on 
campus 

• Fostered student involvement on several committees to 
guide administration on issues of sustainability

• Set measurable sustainability objectives though a 
sustainability plan

• Purchased green cleaning products; adopted policies to 
address new building through the sustainability plan; 
hosted campus-wide events to encourage students to 
adopt sustainable practices; and partnered with local 
entities to promote sustainability at the community 
level.

• Integrated sustainability broadly into campus 
operations and management by developing a 
sustainability plan that covers multiple topics and 
issues and incorporating sustainability at a high level in 
the strategic plan. 

• Published an annual campus sustainability report.
PSC signed the Governor’s Campus Compact at the Gold 
Level in 2010.

Illinois Green Economy Network’s Network Affiliate Program
Ms. Kummelehne represents a statewide sustainability 
program through the Illinois Green Economy Network’s (IGEN) 
network affiliate program. This allows Ms. Kummelehne to 

represent PSC’s sustainability initiatives at the state level. 
More information about the program and Ms. Kummelehne’s 
involvement can be found at www.igencc.org.

PSC
SUSTAINABILITY

METER

The National Council for Science and the Environment’s Community College Affiliate Program

Ms. Kummelehne was elected to the Board of the Community College Affiliate Program (CCAP), a national organization working 
to advance interdisciplinary environmental and sustainability education. The organization continues to build upon its ongoing 
and extensive programs, connecting community colleges with four-year institutions, federal agencies, and other stakeholders in 
the environmental arena. Prior to being elected to this position, Ms. Kummelehne served as one of the organization’s original 
co-chairs from June 2012 through December 2014. PSC is a founding member of CCAP. More information on this program can 
be found at www.ncseonline.org.

Department of Energy Workplace Charging Challenge Partner Profile

In June 2014, PSC President Dr. Terri L. Winfree signed the Workplace Charging Challenge from the U.S. Department  
of Energy (DOE).  As a result, PSC is now listed as a partner at the Department of Energy website  
(energy.gov/eere/vehicles/workplace-charging-challenge-partner-prairie-state-college) which highlights PSC’s participation in the 
Workplace Charging Challenge, providing the college recognition as a leader in workplace charging. 

Local and Regional Committees

Ms. Kummelehne represents PSC by actively serving on the following:

• South Metropolitan Higher Education Consortium 
(SMHEC) Sustainability Task Force

• SMHEC Grant Committee
• SMHEC Annual Sustainability Conference and Student 

Summit Planning Sub-committees
• Chicago Heights Active Transportation Team
• Homewood-Flossmoor Intergovernmental 

Environmental Committee
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Sustainability Revenue
In fiscal year 2015, sustainability brought in $26,010 in 
sponsorships and grants, $269 in the sale of recycled goods, 

and an additional $5,615 in value for goods and services 
received, for a grant total of $31,894.

Tobacco/Smoke Free Campus
In compliance with Illinois State Law, a policy was adopted 
making PSC a 100% smoke/tobacco free campus. The use of 
tobacco products is prohibited from all college buildings, on 
college grounds including parking lots, and in college vehicles. 
Use of tobacco in personal vehicles is permitted. 

Ms. Kummelehne chaired the committee and was awarded 
a $5,000 grant from the Legacy Foundation to effectively 
communicate the new policy with staff, students, and visitors 
through educational materials and fliers, installation of new 
signage, and two large scale events to encourage students 
and employees to quit smoking.  

Impact: The new policy ensures all guests on campus have access to clean air and a cleaner environment. 

Energy Dashboard Upgraded at Health Tech Center
PSC was selected to participate in a second round of Illinois 
Community College Training and Energy Management 
(ICCTEMT) funding through IGEN. Through this funding, 
PSC received $17,000 to purchase upgraded equipment for 
our energy dashboard located in the Health Tech Center. 

The upgraded equipment includes seven sub-meters, two 
gas pulse meters, and improved software. This upgraded 
equipment provides an additional level of detail on our energy 
usage in the HTC. 

Impact: Energy usage can be monitored and tracked on individual piece of electric and gas equipment, thus 
allowing the college to identify specific areas of opportunity for energy savings.  

Bottle Filling Stations
Since the first bottle filling station installation in January 2012, the PSC community has 
eliminated 134,290 12-ounce plastic bottles from the waste stream. Nine of the 10 water 
stations include an eco-counter, which tracks the number of twelve-ounce bottles refilled. 

To educate consumers about the stations, eco-friendly bamboo plaques above each 
station display the following message:

“This bottle filling station is helping PSC reduce our environmental impact by reducing 
the number of plastic bottles entering into the waste stream. Enjoy this complimentary 
filtered water, while reducing your carbon footprint and holding on to your hard-earned 
dollars.”

In January, PSC was asked to test a new model of bottle filling stations. In doing so, PSC 
received three final-production units - a $5125 value - free of charge. With the addition 
of these stations, PSC now has a total of 10 bottle filling stations on campus. The stations 
are sponsored by the Student Government Association, Sustainability Center, Facilities 
and Operations, and the Office of Business Services and Controller. 

Impact: Eliminated 134,290 plastic bottles from entering  
the waste stream. 

Butterfly Garden
Thanks to the generous support of the PSC Foundation and 
the fundraising efforts of the PSC Sustainability Club, PSC built 
a butterfly garden! The garden is located near the Courtyard 
between the main building and Conference Center, and runs 
along the library windows.

On June 5, 9, and 10, students, faculty, and staff worked with 
Ms. Kummelehne and Margaret Burns-Westmeyer, University 
of Illinois Extension horticulture program coordinator, to build 
PSC’s butterfly garden. 

Together, volunteers prepared the garden site, built a 
two-foot high berm, and planted a variety of native plants 
specifically selected for the site. Some of the plants planted 
include common milkweed, spicebush, cardinal flowers, false 
sunflowers, Virginia bluebells, and sweet joe-pye weed.

The pheromones released from this combination of native 
plants are likely to attract the following types of butterflies: 

monarch, swallowtail, checkered white, atlantis fritillary, 
European skipper, early hairstreak, spring azure, and a variety 
of other butterflies! 

The garden can be utilized by classes in multiple disciplines, 
including but not limited to, science, math, arts, and 
communication. Butterfly gardens can: 

• Educate students on ecology, native plants and insect 
life cycles

• Inspire creativity in students, especially related to 
music, art and writing

• Provide a relaxing environment for studying
• Promote environmental awareness
• Provide many environmental benefits
View photos of the process in the Butterfly Garden photo 
album on Facebook!

Impact: The entire college campus and community will enjoy the benefits of native plants and butterflies. 

Green Parking
PSC has dedicated eight spots at the front entrance for green 
parking. To date, 17 permits have been issued. To receive a 
green parking permit, faculty, staff, and students are required 
to bring a valid vehicle registration to Enrollment Services 
indicating they have a vehicle that receives 35 or more miles 
per gallon of gasoline (combined city and highway). 

In addition to the eight spaces, PSC also has four dedicated 
spaces in B lot for electric vehicle charging. 
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Campus Outdoor Map

Outdoor Map
1. Nature Preserve
2. Bicycle Parking
3. Nine Water Filling Stations
4. Electric Vehicle Charging
5. Green Parking
6. Water Filling Station
7. Energy Dashboard
8. Community Garden
9. Butterfly Garden
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First Floor - Main Area

1220

1213

13001262

1261

1207

1206

1205

1200119911981197119611951194
1193

1190 1204 1203 1202
1201

1211
1180

1169

11681167116311621161

107 108 109 110 111 101

103

104

106 105

100

11541155

11521140

1122

1121

1130

1120

1134

1135 1131

1100 1101 1102

1111

1112

1110

1113 1114

1115 1230

1231

1241

1242 1240

1244

1137

1136

1150

11531150C
1150A

1140A 1140B 1140C

1140E

1140G

1140F

1150B
1153

1151

11821181

1192

1260

1305 1310

1215A 1214A 1214B1215B 1215C1217

1218

1216

2665 2664

1212

1160
Enrollment

Svcs.

1183

1184

First Floor Water Filling Stations

Second Floor Water Filling Station

2265

2266

2268
22672271

2272

2270

2273

2274

2305

2304

2303
2302 2301 2297 2296 2295

2306 2105

2292

2291

2287 2408

2404

2405

2111

2402

2107

2108

2113

2112
2114 2116 2118 2120 2122 2126 2128

2115 2117 2119 2121 2123 2141 2143

2501

2503

2505
COMPASS 

Testing

2504

2506

2508

2502

2151

2150

2172 2171 2170 2169 2168 2167

2153 2163

2187

2186
2660

2643 2642

2645 2608

2636 2635 2634 2633 2632

2612

2639 2637

2631

2630
2629 2625

2623

2622

2621

2620

26162663

2667

2190

2666

2665

2194

22102211

221222132221

22222224222622282230223222512252

2409

2223222522272229223122332235223722392241
2266

2664

260026002193

2188

218022022203

26242185

2184

2183

2182

2181

2191

2642A 2641

2661

2662

21652161

2166

2403

2281

2262

2283

2282

2261

2106

2401

2406

Second Floor 

2280

2286

2288

2188

Third Floor Water Filling Station

Fourth Floor Water Filling Station

Fourth Floor 

4270

4265

4259

4258
4257 4256

4255

4280

4275

4263

4262

4261

4240 4225/4230

4215 4218 4217

4285

4105

4110

4118

41474121

4120

4125

4195

4130 4140

417041804185

4155

4156

4157

4145

4150

4160

4164

41664165

4167

419042004205421042204245
4247

42444246

4250

4151 4161

4112
4111

4290

31603165

3170 3155

3146 3156

3145

31403120
3112

3111

31103280

3279

3275

3270 3285 3290

3235 3230

3216

32403260

3250 3245 3212 3210 3205 3200

3214

3267

3266

3265

3246

3211

327132723261

3295

3215

3137

3152

3151

3150

3139

31383136

3190

3135

3166

31863195

3185 3180

Third Floor 

3276



s u s t a i n a b i l i t y @ p s c s u s t a i n a b i l i t y @ p s c12 13

Horticulture Courses at PSC
This spring, through the Corporate and Continuing Education 
Department, PSC offered sustainable horticulture courses to 
existing professionals in the field. The two courses offered 
were BMPs for Community Trees, which targeted professional 
arborists, urban and community foresters, landscape 
architects, and landscape professionals with CEUs from the 

International Society of Arborists, and Landscape Concepts, 
which targeted turf managers, landscape architects, and 
landscape professionals with CEUs from PLANET. 

Both courses ran successfully with great reviews.  
These courses, along with three additional courses,  
are being offered this fall.

Impact: 14 students successfully completed at least one sustainable horticulture course.

202 S. Halsted St. | Chicago Heights, IL 60411 

(708) 709-3500 | prairiestate.edu

Continuing Education Classes to 

Advance Your Skills in Urban Forestry

Fall 2015

Best Management for Community Trees

Participants will gain an understanding in selecting, placing, conserving, protecting, maintaining,  

establishing, renovating and replacing trees. Learn best management practices and standards used by the 

professional arborists, urban community foresters, landscape architects and other tree care and landscape 

professionals. 

Dates:  Tuesdays, Oct. 06 – 27 

Time: 6 – 8 p.m., Cost: $129 

Course Code: PIHMG-054-C1

Safety in Landscaping

Gain an understanding in overall landscape safety aspects and hazards identification, including basic  

equipment safety. Participants will learn how to respond to hazardous weather and site conditions and identify 

poisonous plants.

Dates:  Tuesday and Wednesday, Nov. 3 - 4 

Time: 6 – 8 p.m., Cost: $75 

Course Code: PIHMG-058-C1

Invasive Plant Species

Participants will gain an understanding in the history and movement of invasive species and an in-depth  

knowledge of the most common invasive plant species to the Midwest.

Dates:  Tuesday and Wednesday, Nov. 10-11 

Time: 6 – 8 p.m., Cost: $75 

Course Code: PIHMG-059-C1

Registration Information

1. Visit prairiestate.edu/webadvisor

2. Click Instant Enrollment 

3. Click register and pay for non-credit courses and programs 

4. Refer to course codes 

Classes are held at 

Matteson Area Center (MAC) 

4821 Southwick Dr., Room 127

Matteson, IL 60443

For additional information call (708) 709-7919

Continuing Education Unit approved from International Society of Arboriculture

Who Should Attend

Professional arborists,  

urban community foresters  

and tree care professionals.

Earn  
8 CEUs

Earn  
4 CEUs

Earn  
4 CEUs

202 S. Halsted St. | Chicago Heights, IL 60411 

(708) 709-3500 | prairiestate.edu

Continuing Education Classes to  

Advance Your Skills in Landscape Concepts

Fall 2015

Landscape Concepts

Gain an understanding in selecting, placing, conserving, protecting, maintaining and establishing functional 

landscapes. Learn widely accepted practices and standards used by professional turf managers, landscape 

architects and landscape professionals. 

Dates:  Wednesdays, Oct. 07 – 28

Time: 6 – 8 p.m., Cost: $129

Course Code: PIHMG-055-C1

Turf Management Concepts

Increase your knowledge in turf grass selection, identification and maintenance. Learn about the  

establishment of turf and the basic safety and operation of turf equipment.

Dates:  Saturdays, October 10 and 17

Time:  8 a.m. – 12 p.m., Cost:  $75

Course code:  PIHMG-057-C1

Registration Information

1. Visit prairiestate.edu/webadvisor

2. Click Instant Enrollment 

3. Click register and pay for non-credit courses and programs 

4. Refer to course codes 

For additional information call (708) 709-7919

Who Should Attend

Turf managers, landscape 

architects, landscape 

professionals, and master 

gardeners
Classes are held at 

Matteson Area Center (MAC) 

4821 Southwick Dr., Room 127

Matteson, IL 60443

Earn  
8 CEUs

Earn  
8 CEUs

NALP CEU Approved

These workshops are approved for Landscape Industry Certified recertification at 

1 CEU per hour of instruction attended. For more information on the National 

Association of Landscape Professionals recertification, please visit the NALP 

Recertification Center at landscapeprofessionals.org

Homewood-Flossmoor Community Recycling Drive
Ms. Kummelehne partnered with the Homewood-Flossmoor Intergovernmental 
Green Team and SouthSTAR Services’ EcoSafe Processors to host the 4th annual 
Homewood-Flossmoor Electronics Recycling Drive. A group of eight PSC students 
joined Ms. Kummelehne on Saturday, October 18, at Parker Junior High in 
Flossmoor to help unload vehicles and sort electronics. 

Impact: Ten tons of electronic materials were collected and 
diverted from the landfill and eight students from PSC immersed 

themselves in the community. 

Campus Sustainability Day
On October 22, students from the Sustainability Club and Phi Theta Kappa worked 
with Ms. Kummelehne to promote the green initiatives currently taking place at 
PSC. A number of students were unaware of several initiatives, including our green 
parking, electric vehicle charging and recycling program. 

Students from the Sustainability Club did a fundraiser where they sold floppy disk 
pencil cases and our Red Solo Cups.

Impact: More than 50 students learned about the sustainability 
initiatives taking place on campus.

Homewood Disposal Field Trip
In November, a group of students from the Sustainability Club and Phi Theta Kappa 
toured the Material Recovery Facility at Homewood Disposal where they learned 
how recyclable materials are collected, processed, and sold. Participants gave  
great feedback. 

Impact: 15 students participated in the event. 
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Earth Month at PSC
PSC celebrated “Earth Month” this year with a series of 
events scheduled throughout April. All events were hosted 
by the Sustainability Center. This was the first year the college 
has expanded the events through a complete month, after 
celebrating “Earth Week” in previous years. 

The month’s events began on Wednesday, April 1, with 
documentary viewing and discussion of “Switch: Discover the 
Future of Energy.” The Sustainability Club was on site selling 
organic popcorn for $2, with all proceeds benefiting the PSC 
Butterfly Garden.

On April 7, for the first time, PSC’s Health Promotion 
Programming and Sustainability Center partnered to host a 
“Get Healthy, Go Green! Health and Wellness Fair.” The purpose 
of the fair was to increase awareness about health issues 
that affect our diverse student population and encourage a 
“greener” lifestyle for a healthier self and healthier environment, 
as well as to provide screening tests and exams at a free or 
affordable cost. 

The Atrium was full with faculty, staff, students, and more than 
45 vendors. The Cottage on Dixie stopped by for a special 
cooking demonstration in which they made homemade 
hummus using local and organic ingredients showcasing “it’s 
easy eating green.” SouthSTAR Services EcoSafe Processors were 
on site collecting electronics, and the Cook County Sheriff’s 
Department collected expired and unwanted prescription 
drugs and Shark Shredding provided information about 
shredding and protecting your identity. A master gardener from 
the University of Illinois Extension program discussed worm 
composting, which is great for those living in apartments. The 
Citizens Utility Board (CUB) discussed ways to lower utility bills. 

A group of 20 faculty, staff, and students took a field trip to 
Homewood Disposal on April 14. A family-owned business for 
more than 50 years, Homewood Disposal is a full-range solid 

waste, transportation, recycling and disposal service company. 
While at the facility, the group learned how recyclable materials 
are collected, processed, and sold. 

On April 15, the Sustainability Center hosted amateur 
meteorologists and storm chasers Danny Neal and Adam Lucio 
for two 90-minute presentations. With more than 50 attendees 
in each presentation, Mr. Neal and Mr. Lucio discussed the ins 
and outs of Illinois weather, from climatology to extreme events.

On April 16, attendees visited the Sustainability Club-sponsored 
table in the Atrium, which featured “The Polar Melt Down.” 
Participants were able to participate in an interactive activity 
to learn about the melting ice caps and the effect of climate 
change on arctic species. 

On April 17, Phi Theta Kappa brought a group of 
homeschoolers to the college for a trash to treasures program, 
where Ms. Kummelehne was a judge for their art contest and 
then gave a presentation on sustainability and what that means 
at PSC. 

On April 20, the Sustainability Center, in partnership with 
TRiO and several on-campus clubs, facilitated Thrifting 101, a 
two-hour presentation that taught more than 20 students the 
financial, social, and environmental benefits to thrifting. While 
Ms. Kummelehne covered the sustainability component (i.e. 
the three Es - economy, equity and environment) of thrifting, 
students presented the fashion side of it, and provided advice 
on how to get started with thrifting. They also put together a 
fun game of “name that price” to show students just how cheap 
designer brand clothing can be at a thrift store. 

And finally, closing the month’s festivities, the faculty 
sustainability committee led the charge to clean up Halsted 
Street during “Adopt-a-Highway.” Through this program, PSC 
adopted a two-mile stretch of Route 1.

Impact: More than 360 students participated in Earth Month this year, and they learned about sustainability  
at PSC and in their own lives. 

Clear the Air
On April 9, the Smoke Free Task Force held their kickoff event 
announcing PSC becoming a smoke/tobacco free campus.

Volunteers from the Sustainability Club, Cheer Team,  

Nursing Club, and Baseball Team helped the task force 
handout information about the college’s new policy, free 
cessation classes being provided, and turkey sandwiches to 
those who chose to quit cold turkey. 

Impact: 100 students visited the table to learn more about nicotine and the effects of smoking. 

SMHEC Student Sustainability Summit
On April 10, the Fourth Annual Student Sustainability Summit, 
created for students, by students, was held at Joliet Junior 
College. The theme this year was “Opportunities.” Student 
attendees heard and learned from their peers through a series 
of breakout sessions, networking opportunities, and panel 
presentations. In addition, more than 20 representatives from 
regional organizations were present to discuss opportunities 
available in the green space, including but not limited  
 

to, volunteer opportunities, student-made opportunities, 
internships, and career pathways. 

PSC had 11 students attend the conference. Three of those 
students presented on their experience in the Indiana Dunes 
independent study program during an afternoon breakout 
session. 

All students represented PSC well and learned about many 
opportunities, some of which they’d like to implement on our 
campus. 

Impact: 11 students engaged with their peers from across the region.

Sustainability Club Awards: Club of the Year 2015 and Most Charitable Club 
On Friday, April 24, at the Student Leadership Awards 
Ceremony, the Sustainability Club was recognized with two 
awards. The group won Most Charitable Club and Club of the 
Year for the 2014-2015 academic school year. 

This year’s club members worked extremely hard to promote 
and expand their club, educate their peers on the importance 

of sustainability at PSC, volunteered at numerous events in the 
community, and raised more than $1,000 for the PSC Butterfly 
Garden. They were certainly deserving of this award. 
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PSC Community Garden 
The PSC Community Garden had a successful 2014 growing 
season with 26 plots sold to faculty, staff, students, and 
community members, and opened in May 2015 for a  
fourth year. 

Gardeners grew a little bit of everything, including corn, 
sunflowers, broccoli, cauliflower, cucumbers and more.  

The children from the Children’s Learning Center were back for 
their second season and surplus crops are, once again, being 
donated to Respond Now. 

The garden saw some upgrades this year, including some new 
tools, a new threshold to make accessing the shed easier, and 
the first ever garden party. 

Impact: 26 garden plots sold and participants of all ages learning about gardening. 

Adopt-a-Highway 
Last summer, the Faculty Sustainability Committee, on behalf 
of PSC, adopted a stretch of Route 1 from McDonalds at 
Vollmer Road to 183rd Street. In October and April, the faculty 
sustainability committee led the “Adopt-A-Highway” events, 

where students, faculty and staff met to clear litter from our 
adopted section of Halsted Street.

The committee looks forward to a second year of Halsted 
clean ups. 

Impact: 20 participants entered the community representing PSC and cleaned up litter.

Clear Your Clutter
On March 24, the Sustainability Center hosted its second 
“Clear Your Clutter” event. Employees of the college were 
invited to clear out their office and bring gently used office 
supplies to the staff lounge. 

Employees were able to rummage through the supplies that 

were dropped off and take whatever supplies they could use in 
their own job. 

Eight tables full of notebooks, pens, calculators, folders, 
binders, etc. were available throughout the day, and a very 
limited amount of items leftover at the conclusion of the event. 

Impact: Employees are encouraged to decrease spending by reducing, reusing, and recycling office supplies. 

Millennium Reserve 
Ms. Kummelehne represented PSC at a series of Millennium 
Reserve Green Infrastructure Mapping Workshops. The 
Millennium Reserve is a partnership that brings together 
communities, government, and businesses who have 
committed to common goals and shared action agenda. 
Geographically, the Millennium Reserve stretches from 
downtown Chicago southeast to the Indiana border and 
southwest to Park Forest. 

Participation in these workshops provided the opportunity 
to review the draft green infrastructure maps and identify 
opportunity areas for site-based green infrastructure 
strategies. As a result of attending these workshops,  
PSC’s prairie preserve has been identified on these maps, 
which will provide leverage when seeking future grant funds 
for restoration. 

Impact: PSC’s campus has been identified as an area of opportunity for future green space planning.

Waste Reduction Plan
PSC submitted an updated Waste Reduction Plan to the Illinois 
College Assistance Program for Recycling. Every five years, the 
college is required by law to submit an update. PSC has met 

the state’s 40 percent diversion rate goal and will continue to 
meet or exceed this expectation. The next update will be due 
in 2020.  

Electronics Recycling
PSC continues their partnership with SouthSTAR Services 
EcoSafe Processors, an organization that transforms old 
electronics into new opportunities for people with disabilities.  

Obsolete electronics, including CPUs, monitors, keyboards, 
mice, printers, fax machines, phones and more are picked up 

by EcoSafe Processors one to two times per year. Equipment is 
brought to EcoSafe’s Steger facility where it is dissembled and 
sorted into various commodities.  
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Prairie State Network (PSN): Partnerships between Municipalities and Universities/Colleges
The Prairie State Local Government Sustainability Network 
is an independent peer forum of top-level municipal 
professionals in Illinois who manage projects, staff, and 
budgets for sustainability, energy, and climate planning.

Ms. Kummelehne was invited to speak about her work at PSC, 

the relationships she has built within the college’s community, 
and her involvement with the South Metropolitan Higher 
Education Consortium (SMHEC) and how it all connects. 

For more information or to download the presentation, 
visit prairiestatenetwork.com/. 

Growing Sustainable Communities Conference
Ms. Kummelehne attended the Growing Sustainable 
Communities Conference in Dubuque, Iowa, where she 
presented PSC’s involvement with the local community in 

terms of sustainability. Genny Boesen, from SMHEC, joined Ms. 
Kummelehne at the presentation, and together they talked 
about the work that has been taking place over the past year.

SMHEC Annual Sustainability Conference
In September, Ms. Kummelehne attended the fifth annual 
SMHEC sustainability conference at Joliet Junior College, 
where she moderated a panel discussion on building 
sustainable communities. She also facilitated a municipality 

breakout session. Ms. Kummelehne represents PSC on the 
SMHEC sustainability task force and also served on this year’s 
conference planning committee.

SMHEC Community Action Forum
On February 6, the SMHEC Sustainability Taskforce hosted the 
first Community Action forum at Moraine Valley Community 
College’s Southwest Education Center in Tinley Park. More 
than 60 representatives of manufacturing, healthcare, 
government, and nonprofits in the Chicago Metropolitan 
Southland region attended the forum to continue the 
conversation that started at Joliet Junior College in September 
at the annual SMHEC conference. 

Ms. Kummelehne had the opportunity to serve on the 
planning committee and as a facilitator at the session.  
The program was extremely successful with an  
overwhelming amount of attendees requesting SMHEC  
to host subsequent forums.




