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The Christopher Art Gallery welcomes the new academic year with a 

student exhibition, featuring works in the center gallery space by the 2017 

Photographer of the Year Jessica Heing. Her works of interiors, taken at the 

famous Thorne Rooms of the Art Institute of Chicago, portray a sense of intimacy 

and place. Each work conveys a different mood, allowing ourselves to feel 

immersed in the environment depicted.  

Two of her works, Child’s Play and Virginia Kitchen, particularly focus on 

things rather than a whole interior, giving the work an immediacy, as if we just 

missed the action. The shallow depth of field allows for concentrated focus, and 

in Child’s Play, it appears that a child just left the room after lining up his or her 

doll and ball. There is a sense of narrative here, too, with a chair casually pushed 

out from the table. Who had occupied the now empty room? Will the room be 

reoccupied soon, and by whom? The viewpoint from the bottom of the floor also 

brings us right into the room, as if we are right THERE, or as if we ourselves 

might be the child whose toys are on the floor.  

Heing’s works English Entrance Hall, English Rotunda and English Great 

Room transmit a very different mood than the intimate interior of Child’s Play. 

These works impart an impression of grandeur, setting us apart from the stately 

scenes we see before us. There is a formality here, and it becomes hard to believe 

that Heing is photographing miniature interiors. We are merely witnesses here, 

not occupiers of an intimate setting; the dignity of the setting distances our gaze. 

We are awed as observers by the magnificence of these interiors. 

 Heing’s attention to detail, her choice of focus, and her use of scale all 

impart her intention with each interior. Heing also uses light and color to her 

advantage to express mood and atmosphere in the photographs. She uses all the 

formal aspects of photography to lead us as viewers towards our own response 

to the personality of each work.  

 Works by Prairie State College art students are presented in the spaces 

adjacent to the center gallery. The Christopher Art Gallery is delighted to present 

these works in a wide range of media, created in the spring semester of 2017. We 

are especially pleased to present Jessica Heing’s fine interior photographs; we 

hope that you enjoy them! 


