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Physical Therapist Assistant, AAS Degree 
The PTA program prepares students for a career in the physical therapy field as a 
physical therapist assistant.  The program combines courses in general education 
and physical therapist assistant technical courses with off-campus clinical 
education learning experiences. PTA technical courses must be completed in 
sequence. Students will master selected skills in data collection and interventions 
commonly used in different physical therapy settings. Graduates of the Associate of 
Applied Science degree program may apply to take the National Physical Therapy 
Exam (NPTE) for licensure as a physical therapist assistant. 

Please note that the PTA program has special admissions requirements. Contact 
Enrollment Services to obtain a copy of admissions requirements. 

BIOL 221 Anatomy & Physiology I, ENG 101 Composition I, and PTA 100 
Introduction to Physical Therapy must be completed BEFORE the application 
deadline with a grade of “C” or better. BIOL 221 must be completed within the last 
five (5) years.  

Program Requirements 
(All course must be completed with a grade of “C” or higher)

Pre-Requisites  8 credits 
BIO 221 Anatomy & Physiology I 4
ENG 101 Composition I  3
PTA 100 Introduction to Physical Therapy 1

First Year:
Fall Semester 1     12 credits
BIO 222 Anatomy & Physiology II      4
PTA 102  Introduction to PT Skills              4
PTA 103 Kinesiology for the Physical Therapist Assistant 4

Spring Semester 2 17 credits
COMM 101 Principles of Communication             3
PSYCH 102 Human Growth & Development             3
PTA 110 Conditions, Diseases and Disorders             3
PTA 120 Introduction to Therapeutic Exercise 4
PTA 130 Therapeutic Interventions & Data Collection I           4

Summer Semester 3 11 credits
PTA 150 Therapeutic Interventions & Data Collection II             3
PTA 170 Clinical Experience Prep for Physical Therapist          3

Assistant Students 
Humanities Course             3

Second Year:
Fall Semester 4 13 credits
PTA 200 Therapeutic Interventions & Data Collection III      4 
PTA 210 Therapeutic Interventions & Data Collections IV             3
PTA 220 Contemporary Topics in Physical Therapy              2
PTA 230 Physical Agents                      

Spring Semester 5     13 credits
PTA 270 Career Prep for the Physical Therapist Assistant Student      2
PTA 297 Clinical Practicum I      6
PTA 299  Clinical Practicum II             5

Program Total: 74 Credits

Physical Therapist Assistant at 

Prairie State College
The Prairie State College Physical Therapist Assistant 
(PTA) program prepares students to work in physical 
therapy as a licensed PTA. Under the direction and 
supervision of physical therapists, PTAs provide part of 
a patient’s treatment. This might involve therapeutic 
exercises, gait training, transfer training and various 
data collection techniques. PTAs record the patient’s 
responses to treatment and report the outcome to 
the physical therapist. Students will master selected 
skills in data collection and interventions commonly 
used in different physical therapy settings.  Graduates 
of the Associate of Applied Science degree program 
may apply to take the National Physical Therapy Exam 
(NPTE) for licensure as a physical therapist assistant. 

Degree:

Associate of Applied Science (AAS), 
Physical Therapist Assistant

4



About the Curriculum
The program begins each fall semester and takes five 
semesters to complete. The program is blended with the 
majority of lectures presented online, while labs and skill 
assessments will be held on campus at designated times.  
Students will complete off-campus clinical education 
learning experiences at physical therapy facilities in the 
greater Chicagoland area and Northwest Indiana.  
Students are responsible for all costs associated with these 
clinical experiences, which will include transportation, 
health physical, drug screening, and criminal 
background check.  

Career Opportunities
Physical therapist assistants provide health care services 
to patients of all ages and health conditions in a variety of 
settings, including:

• Outpatient facilities
• Hospitals
• Inpatient rehabilitation facilities
• Skilled nursing, extended care, or subacute facilities
• Homes
• Schools
• Hospice Care
• Industrial, workplace, or other occupational environments
• Fitness centers and sports training facilities

According to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment 
of physical therapist assistants is projected to grow 32% 
from 2020-2030, much faster than the average for all 
occupations. About 23,800 openings for physical therapist 
assistants on average, over the decade. According to the 
Illinois Career Information System, employment of physical  
therapist assistants is expected to increase much faster than 
average through 2024 in Illinois. About 193 job openings 
are anticipated each year. Physical therapist assistants is one 
of the top 10 fastest growing occupations in Illinois.
The profession of physical therapist assistant is projected to 
grow 10.22% from 2019-2029 in Illinois. Data from the 
Local Workforce Investment Area provided by the Illinois 
Department of Employment Security indicates this 
profession to have an 11.2% growth in Cook County and 
22.2% growth in Will County from 2017-2027. In Illinois, 
physical therapist assistants earn a median wage of $61,112 
per year. 



Financial Aid Information
PSC’s tuition is affordable, and financial aid is available through a variety of 
sources. Additional information at prairiestate.edu/finaid.

1. Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
The school code for PSC is 001640. Apply online at fafsa.gov. 
2. Notification from Department of Education
If you listed PSC’s school code in your FAFSA, the college’s Financial Aid Office 
will receive your report in approximately 14 days. 
3. Notification from PSC
Once PSC receives your FAFSA from the Department of Education, a letter is 
mailed to the student indicating needed documents.

4. Complete the PSC financial aid application.
5. Determination Letter
Once all documents are completed, an award or ineligible letter is issued.

PSC Financial Aid Opportunities:
• PSC Board of Trustees Scholarships cover tuition and fees for two years. 
• The PSC Foundation awards more than $75,000 in scholarships annuall

For more information about how to obtain financial aid, contact the
PSC Financial Aid Office at (708) 709-3735 or visit 
prairiestate.edu/apply-reg-pay/financial-aid.

Gainful Employment Disclosure
The U.S. Department of Education requires colleges with financial aid eligible 
programs that “prepares students for gainful employment in a recognized 
occupation” to disclose certain information about these programs. For more 
information about our graduation rates, the median debt of students who 
have completed the program, and other important information related to the 
program, please visit our website at prairiestate.edu/ge. We hope that this 
information is helpful in making informed choices about your education.

Graduation from a physical therapist [assistant] education program accredited 
by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), 
13030 Potomac Ave., Suite 100, Alexandria, Virginia 22305-3085;
phone: 703-706-3245; accreditation@apta.org is necessary for eligibility 
to sit for the licensure examination, which is required in all states.

Effective July 13, 2021, the Physical Therapist (PTA) program at Prairie 
State College has been granted Candidate for Accreditation status by the 
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), 
3030 Potomac Ave., Suite 100, Alexandria, Virginia 22305-3085; 
phone: 703-706-3245; email: accreditation@apta.org). If needing to 
contact the program/institution directly, please call Carol Fawcett PTA, 
BS, MEd at 708-709-3592 or email cfawcett@prairiestate.edu. 

Candidate for Accreditation is an accreditation status of affiliation with the 
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education that indicates 
the program may matriculate students in technical/professional courses. 
Achievement of Candidate for Accreditation status does not assure that the 
program will be granted Initial Accreditation.

Find out more today by contacting
Carol Fawcett PTA, BS, MEd

Assistant Professor/Coordinator, Physical Therapist Assistant
cfawcett@prairiestate.edu

Accreditation

Admissions

PSC offers open admission that 
encourages diversity and admits all high 
school graduates or the equivalent.
Here’s how to start your college career at 
PSC:

• Provide a high school diploma
or GED.
• Take Placement Tests or submit a copy
of ACT/SAT scores.
• Meet with an advisor inthe Academic
Advising Center to select courses. For
questions, call (708) 709-3506.

202 South Halsted Street | Chicago Heights, IL 




