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A mass funeral procession for
those killed in the U.S. strike
took place on January 6th in
Tehran, Iran’s capital. Thousands of people gathered to
mourn his loss, many holding
pictures of Soleinani and shouting anti-American slogans.
During the procession, a stampede broke out, killing at least
56 people, and injuring over
200.
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Iran: WWIII or Passing Conflict?
Written by a Pioneer Contributor

M

“
y initial thoughts were,
please, do not end up making
this into World War III.”
These are the words of PSC
student Jason Hampton, describing his reaction to recent
exchanges between the United
States and Iran. Though the
two have had a checkered past,
tensions skyrocketed after the
assasination of Iranian General
Qasem Soleimani on January
3rd.

General Soleimani was killed
by a U.S. drone strike near the
Baghdad International Airport
in Iraq, along with 9 other
Iranian military and militia
members.
The Trump administration
claims that Soleimani was
planning to attack four U.S.
embassies, a claim which has
yet to be substantiated, even
to Congress. Although it’s
unclear whether Soleimani
constituted an imminent threat,
condemnation of Soleimani’s
marred military career has been
largely bi-partisan.

In retaliation to the strike, on
January 8th, Iran sent missile
barrages at Iraq bases housing
U.S. military personnel. No one
was harmed in these attacks.
However, anticipating retaliation from the U.S., Iran shot
down Ukraine International
Airlines Flight 752. At first,
the Iranian government denied
any knowledge of the event,
but later claimed responsibility, reportedly mistaking the
plane for a U.S. cruise missile.
176 civilians died as a result,
many of them Iranian-Canadian
college students in transit back
to Canada.
On January 11th, Iran arrested
U.K. Ambassador Rob Macaire
after his appearance at an anti-government demonstration.
Cont. on Page 2

Page 2
His arrest was a violation of Article 29 of the Vienna convention, which states “Diplomats
must not be liable to any form
of arrest or detention...”. Iran
released Ambassador Macaire
the same day, but requested that
he meet with the Iranian foriegn
ministry on January 12th.
On January 17th, Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei gave a disparaging
sermon. Khamenei described
President Trump as a “clown”,
warning the Iranian people that
his support of them was pretense. This sermon also called
for the full withdrawl of the
U.S. from the Middle East.
As these events have unfolded,
social media sites have been
bursting with activity. On the
day of Soleimani’s assasination,
the hashtag “WWIII” became
the #1 on Twitter’s trending
with over 1.44 million tweets.
Over a week later, on January
12th alone, the terms “WWIII”,
“WW3” and “Iran” collectively
amassed over 500,000 impressions (number of people that
could have seen a tweet).
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Most of these posts are memes
making light of the potential
conflict. It’s not uncommon for
tragedy or fear to be met with
humour, and it seems as though
America’s youth is trying to
cope with raising tensions in
Iran. To gage student opinions
at PSC, The Pioneer conducted
interviews in the atrium.
“The way that I first heard
about it was memes… I didn’t
even think it was real,” says
PSC student Nancy Angulo.
“Our leaders and their leaders
should try to work something
out… Bombing each other, it’s
just not going to fix anything.”
Many other students seem to be
wary and incredulous. PSC
student Cinderella Owens
shares this sentiment, stating:
“It was not necessary to send a
missile, getting involved over
there, to kill somebody.”
Javier Lopez describes what he
thought when he heard about
the drone strike on Soleimani: “Why did we do it? Why
would we just do that out of
nowhere?”
However, this is not to say that
war is right around the corner,
as Skilar Tobin offers: “I don’t
think there’s enough evidence
to be worried just yet… But if
threats continue to fly back and
forth, then it’s certainly possible.”

Twitter’s Trending Tab on Jan. 3
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Judging from protests over
the last week, many students
in Iran share these sentiments.
Iranian students have been
gathering in the streets after the
government downed Ukrainain
Flight 752, in protest of both
the act itself, and the attempted
cover up. Students are demanding their leaders to be held
responsible for their actions,
and to avoid further escalations
with the United States.

“You’d be safe,
while someone else’s
family is out there
fighting a pointless
war that makes no
sense…”
Essence Arrignton

Their voices echo through PSC
student Essence Arrignton,
who directs this message to the
Trump administration: “You’d
be safe, while someone else’s
family is out there fighting a
pointless war that makes no
sense… I do not want to see a
war with Iran.”
As this precarious situation
develops, it’s important that
students at PSC remember the
power of their voices.
It is the public expression
of ideas that influences our
leaders, and perhaps, just like
the student protesters in Iran,
people across the globe.
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Coffee With A
Cop
Written By Corinne Washington

What should a motorist do if
they think they’ve been unjustly pulled over? How should a
student handle interpersonal
conflicts? What is the role of an
officer in a community?
Students who have ever wondered about these questions
should consider PSC’s new program “Coffee with a Cop”. This
program is being run by Chief
of Police Anthony Martin,
serving as an open invitation
for students to talk with him in
the atrium.
Chief Martin chose this setting
because it is a common ground
where people can talk to police
in a relaxed setting. He says he
wants to see “people coming
together to discuss the issues
that are on their mind.”
Students are welcomed to bring
any of their questions or concerns, within a few limitations.
“We’re not going to answer any
questions about Donald Trump
or any political candidate, and
we’re going to stay away from
university policy… Questions
of policy are best answered
by the President of PSC or the
Board of Trustees.”
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This upcoming program is
important because it opens up
a dialogue and educates the
public on interactions with the
police. Often, people are unsure
of what to do when pulled
over, and that can be discussed
during a conversation.

Since foreigners may have a
different sense of what is “right
and wrong”, or even just basic
law, getting pulled over may be
a confusing situation. If Chief
Martin is able to reach out to
these people beforehand, it can
prevent misunderstandings.

Chief Martin uses the incident
of the young woman in Texas
who was pulled over, arrested,
and taken to jail, where she
died. Chief Martin believes this
incident didn’t need to occur if
she had just complied with the
arresting officer. He believes
her death was unnecessary and
similar situations like it could
have been avoided if she and
other citizens were “armed with
education”.

Coffee With a Cop is intended
to bridge the gap between the
students and cops. Chief Martin wants students to be able to
confide in him and other police
officers on campus so they
make wise decisions. He wants
“people to talk with people”.
This, in his opinion, will create
trust between cops and students. “We may reach some
people, and we may not reach
some others, but let’s reach the
ones we can. Maybe they can
reach the others through their
conversations.”

“A lot of young people are
not educated on the law,” says
Chief Martin. It is his goal that
students will be able to learn
something from their conversations. Understanding those
who serve the community is
an important step in building
relationships.
Not only is it important that
regular citizens be educated,
but especially foreigners.

Sessions will begin February
20th at 12 pm in the atrium
outside the library, and will
continue every third Thursday
of the month. There will also
be a whiteboard for students to
ask quetions and offer topics to
discuss.

Page 4

January 2020

Issue 3

The WRLD Grieves for You, Juice
Written By Tamas DiLorenzo

On December 8th, Jarad Higgins’ (also known as Juice
Wrld) private plane was
boarded and searched by law
enforcement when it landed
at Midway International Airport. While police were going
through the passengers luggage,
Higgins collapsed during a
seizure. He received two doses
of Narcan (a drug used during
suspected overdoses) but paramedics were unable to stabilize
him, and he was pronounced
dead at 3:14 AM at a hospital in
Oak Lawn.
Currently, Higgins’ cause of
death is unknown, although
according to The Chicago
Tribune his girlfriend said he
“has a drug problem.”
On July 8th, 2019, popular
emo-rap artist posted the following tweet to his Twitter account (@JuiceWorlddd): “Bae
I’m sorry I be tweaking, you’ve
put up with more than ppl
know I know I be scaring you,
f**k Codeine I’m done. I love
you and im letting it be known
publicly that ain’t s**t f***ing
up the real love I found. Learn
from this everyone. Addiction
kills all but you can overcome.”
In a few following tweets, he
continued to renounce his use
of codeine.

Higgins is probably best known
for his song “Lucid Dreams”
which was originally released
on SoundCloud, where it has
accumulated 184.4 million
plays at the time of writing
(1/10/2020). His music was
and still is considered a quintessential part of Generation Z’s
identity and culture. His battle
with codeine addiction and his
candid openness about his emotional pain seem to resonate
with America’s youth.

“I would like to see
all the younger talent
live longer and I hate
waking up hearing
another story filled
with blessings was
cut short.”
Drake, as posted on Instagram

Many of Higgins friends and
collaborators reached out
on Twitter and Instagram to
express their condolences, but
one post in particular stood out
from the litany. From Drake’s
official Instagram account: “I
would like to see all the younger talent live longer and I hate
waking up hearing another
story filled with blessings was
cut short.”

While many were
devastated with news of
Higgins’untimely passing,
others were quick to point out
odd coincidences surrounding
his death.
“Was it 27 club? We ain’t makin’ it past 21.” This eerily prophetic line from Juice WRLD’s
2018 single “Legends” stood
out to many, since Higgins had
turned 21 just six days before
his death. Others turned to
TikTok, a video sharing media
platform popular among Generation Z. A strange challenge
emerged among TikTok’s users
where the video maker would
fake a seizure while dancing
to Juice WRLD’s song Lucid
Dreams, over a month before
Higgins was pronounced dead.
The conspiracy theories didn’t
end there, with some fans believing he may have faked his
own death.
Theories aside, his family,
friends, and fans may never
know how he died or why he
was unable to get clean, but
can take heart knowing that his
music and his memory lives on
in them. Through his music, a
generation can find their voice
and their aspirations. While
many will cling to hope that
Higgins is alive, those who his
music spoke to know that his
legacy will never die.
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Over the last decade, online
shopping has increasingly
threatened the death of malls.
The convenience of purchasing
items with a single tap leaves
the pockets of many business’
nearly bare. Locally-known
Lincoln Mall underwent such a
tragedy as this.
Lincoln Mall opened in 1973
with anchor stores such as
Carson Pirie Scott, Montgomery Ward, Wieboldt’s, and
JCpenney. The mall was only
successful for a short period of
time due to the high amount of
working-class shoppers, increase in impoverished neighborhoods in the Chicagoland
area, safety issues, and the
comparable prices of online
shopping.
In the 1980’s, Wieboldt’s began
to struggle with bankruptcy due
to trouble staying profitable and
eventually closed all its stores
in 1987. Soon after, Walmart
and Sam’s Club opened across
the street from the mall in 1991.
These stores, though outside
the mall, also struggled with
decreased business. Walmart
soon moved to Olympia Fields
in 2016, while Sam’s Club
officially closed on January 26,
2018. A year later in 1992, Best
Buy opened in the surrounding area of the mall but closed
in 2012. Matteson’s shopping
district was seeing an economic
downturn.
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What Happened to Lincoln Mall?
Written by Selena Menias

The mall underwent a renovation in 1993 in hope of
attracting more retailers and
battling claims of safety violations. Montgomery Ward
closed their store in 1999 and
went bankrupt soon after. In
2000, JCPenney closed their
location in Lincoln Mall, but
reopened in 2007. Due to the
loss of two anchors, shopper
population declined and many
stores began to vacate Lincoln
Mall. On June 1, 2012, Lincoln
Mall was court ordered for a
sale by auction in the midst of
a planned $115-million redevelopment. This would have
included a multi-screen movie
theater and a four-lane road to
connect Cicero Avenue to Lincoln Highway. To make room
for this, some parts of the mall
were demolished, including the
former JCPenney and Montgomery Ward stores. Michael
Kohan bought Lincoln Mall
for $150,000 from the auction,
however redevelopment was
never conducted.
During August 2013, there
were attempts to sue Kohan and
order that it be closed, due to
fire, safety, and building code
violations, including exposed
electrical wiring, a cumbleing
roof, an inoperative fire sprinkler system, blocked fire exits,
and weak foundation.

On November 11, 2014, Cook
County Judge, Thomas Condon, ordered the mall to be
closed permanently January
7, 2015. In February 2017,
Condon demanded immediate
demolition of the mall and it
was completed by the end of
the summer. Rumors of a new
project called “Market Square
Crossing” plans to make the
60-acre site home to commercial businesses, townhomes,
residential condos, entertainment, recreational facilities, and
pedestrian paths.
The convenience of online
shopping has left other malls
like Charlestowne vacant for
years. Why are these malls being abandoned? Simple; online
shopping. Not only does online
shopping provide a wide range
of different products, but it is
often cheaper. Malls tend to be
pricey, making online shopping
more affordable for working-class individuals. Local
retailers have a limited stock
of their products. However, others argue that online shopping
takes away the physical experience, and makes shopping
for personal items like clothing
more difficult.
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Google Stadia: The Gamer’s Netflix
Written By Tamas DiLorenzo

There is perhaps no industry
as turbulent and changing as
the video game industry. Video
games present a unique way
to experience a story, allowing
players to live and breathe in a
narrative, feeling action, romance, horror and comedy in
an interactive way. As technology has improved, the method
for experiencing these games
also has changed.
When major cities (full of
young people with disposable
income) began laying fiber
optic cables, Netflix went from
primarily a DVD rental service
to the first streaming service
of its kind. The seed had been
planted, and many gamers
asked: What if there was a Netflix, but for games?
It was an intriguing idea, and
it didn’t take long to catch on.
While many gamers scoffed at
the idea of a streaming service
catering to their needs, citing
Digital Rights Management and
latency (a term for the amount
of time between when an input
is given by a user and a game
generates its response), there
were some gamers who liked
the idea of having their games
on-demand. Could the days of
needing to own hardware soon
be over?

In 2014, The first majorly
successful game streaming
service was launched: PlayStation Now. Although it didn’t
have many triple-A games, it
achieved success due in part
to its collection of games from
previous generations of Sony
and Sega hardware.
It wasn’t long before Google
was rumored to be creating
their own game service, codenamed “Project Yeti.” Google
recruited console industry
alumnus Phil Harrison, got his
start atSony and Microsoft,
and at the 2019 Games Developers Conference, Alphabet’s
CEO Sundar Pichai introduced
Harrison to give details on
what Google’s vision for Stadia
would be.
Stadia has created a fleet of extremely powerful Linux-based
computers powered by a 56
compute-unit AMD GPU rated
at 10.7 teraflops and a mysterious custom 2.7 Gigahertz
Hyper-Threaded CPU with a
9.5 megabyte L2+L3 cache…
but what does that mean for the
layman?
It means that Stadia is fast.
Really fast. About 78% faster
than the premium Xbox One X,
and miles above the PlayStation
4 Pro. Stadia wants users to be
able to launch any game title on
the service in five seconds or
less on their servers.
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Stadia has two pricing models.
Stadia Base is a free option of
the service that allows for game
streaming at up to 1080p 60fps,
with stereo sound. Stadia Pro
is set to be priced at $9.99 per
month and will include up to
4K 60fps High Dynamic Range
and 5.1 surround sound.
Right now, Stadia is only available to Founders (people who
pre-purchased the service and
the proprietary controller) in
a closed beta test. People who
purchased Founder’s Edition
paid $130 for the controller,
a Chromecast Ultra needed to
play Stadia games on a TV, and
six months of Stadia Pro (three
months for themselves and
three months for a friend), and
any username they wanted.
Stadia is a young service, and
the reviews from its customers reflect that. Reports from
Eurogamer have cited ongoing
problems like high latency,
occasional performance drops,
and video compression artifacts. With Stadia still in an
ongoing stress-test, it’s unfair
to judge it as a finished product. Only time will tell how the
Stadia dream manifests, but this
writer, for one, looks forward to
seeing the results as the testing
stage continues.
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YouTube Creators Face
Pricey Policy
Written by Ida Alessandrini

Within the last year, Youtube
has continually altered their
content policies to protect
children. If content creators
don’t stay up to date on recent
changes, it could cost them. Up
to $42,530, to be specific.
As of January 12th, all creators will be legally required
to designate their channel as
either “for kids” or “not for
kids”. Any creators who do not
choose one or the other will
have to label each video’s target
audience separately. Mislabeled
videos or channels can warrant
fines (as mentioned above)
from the FTC (U.S. Federal
Trade Commission).
So what is considered kids
content? According to the FTC,
this applies to any media which
appears to be directed at a child
audience.YouTube uses a variety of factors to determine kids
content, such as “...the subject
matter of the video, whether
the video has an emphasis on
kids characters, themes, toys or
games and more.”
The trouble is, many creators
on YouTube center their content around video games or
children’s shows — but that
doesn’t necessarily make them
kid-oriented.

Though new videos can be
manually designated as “for
kids” or “not for kids”, pre-existing videos will be flagged using algorithms unless manually
set by creators. Micro-managing hundreds of previous videos
to meet new policy can present
a challenge.
Those deemed to be creating
children’s content by YouTube’s algorithms, regardless
of the creator’s intent, can be
subject to disciplinary action
if videos contain inappropriate
content. This can include being
demonetized, given upload
restrictions, or having the video
removed.
While choosing “not for kids”
avoids these consequences, it
also prevents the video from
being advertised to anyone
under 13 on the site.
To make matters worse, when
YouTube removes a video from
a channel three times, the channel will be deleted entirely.
The Official YouTube blog had
this to say about their policy
changes: “Responsibility is our
number one priority at YouTube...we’ll continue working
to provide children, families
and family creators the best experience possible on YouTube.”
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Book Club
2020 Meeting Dates
Thursdays, 2-3 p.m.
Jan 30 - 1315
Feb 27 - 1315
March 26 - 1315
April 30 - 1322

All meetings will
be held in the PSC
Conference Center.

Everyone is welcome.

We will be
reading for
enjoyment.
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Paws for a Cause
Written by Ida Alessandrini

On December 11th 2019, two
Golden Retriever dogs were
in the library with two Kare 9
Military Ministry staff members. These dogs were available
for students, staff and faculty
to pet. These dogs were there
to help us “paws” during finals
week. These dogs are specifically trained to help with
disaster relief. The organization
was started in 2008, and there
are now 130 dogs within six
different states.
For more about these pups you
can visit their website at www.
kare9.org

Photo Courtesy of Ida Alessandrini
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Hoops! There it is:
PSC’s Basketball
Season Wraps Up
ramon morgan
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Ever since President Trump
was elected into office there have
been increasing amounts of stress
felt students who are Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals or
DACA recipients. When President
Obama was in office, he signed
an executive order to protect children who came to this country at a
young age from being deported. It
gave them to a social security card
and a work-permit, which allowed
them to work legally in this country.
With the increasing amount
of students who have DACA statuses or are undocumented the school
began to lack resources to help
those students. One of the biggest
clubs at Prairie State College, All
Latin Alliance, brought those concerns to the Student Trustee, Octavio Origel Jr. He Sat down with
ALA’s President, Yesenia Munoz,
and then took the time to talk to
many students to understand more
about their concerns. After hearing
what everyone’s concerns were, he
decided to be their voice for the
board meeting. On February 28th,
the school held its monthly board
meeting to discuss issues about
the school and its students. At the
meeting, when Octavio’s turn to
speak in front of the board members came, he wasn’t alone. He had
the full support of All Latin Alliance, which stood in solidarity with
him filling up the majority of the
room. As ALA stood up, you could
see and feel how much of an impact
they made, and planned to make to
show the school that this concern
needed immediate attention. After
the meeting, many club members
were over joyed to see that change

and Privacy Act (FERPA), and
we do not collect or maintain
information about student immigration status, except for those
students who are on campus with
a student visa. At PSC, we stand
in support of our students. We
will continue to monitor the situ“Dear Students,
ation and other proposed legislation, and are we are prepared
At Prairie State College, we to work within our legal capacity
have been closely monitoring to advocate for students and keep
President Donald Trump’s recent them on the path to success.
efforts to change the U.S. poliPlease know that there are
cies on immigration and undocu- staff members on campus who are
mented individuals. These execu- dedicated to helping students who
tive orders and policy proposals may need assistance during this
could have a direct and adverse time, or have questions or concerns.
impact on the lives of some of If you are looking for more inforour students and their families. mation on scholarships or other
I want to reassure you that the available support, you can start
college remains committed to its here:
prairiestate.edu/apply-regmission and values of accessibil- pay/how-to-enroll/undocumentedity and diversity on our campus. or-dreamers.aspx. Also, students
At PSC, we will continue to cre- who seek counseling can contact
ate opportunities for immigrant Shannon Word at (708) 709-3511 or
students, and provide resources Jennica Rodriguez, Hispanic Outto help them succeed. In fact, reach Specialist/Enrollment Adviduring the most recent meeting sor, 709-3510, Office 1204. Please
of the Board of Trustees, students do not hesitate to contact any of
and board members joined in these individuals or a member of
solidarity as a show of support the administration. We are all here
of our undocumented students…. to help our students, and will do our
The college also has formed a best to offer whatever answers or
task force whose objective is to assistance we can.”
help the college and its students The Pioneer would also like to let
navigate through this time of the students of Prairie State College
uncertainty. In addition, we are know that we stand with you, and
pursuing ways to better assist that you are not alone. Please utilize
current and future immigrant the information provided in Presistudents by developing initia- dent Winfree’s Letter, or contact us
tives to increase scholarship at thepioneer@prairiestate.edu so
funds available through the PSC we can direct you to the appropriate
Foundation. Understand that we channels.
will continue to protect the privacy of our students as required
by the Family Education Rights
was indeed coming, especially their
club advisor, Jennica Rodriguez,
who was the happiest of them all.
Following this meeting, President
Winfree released this letter to students on March 7th, showing the
progress that was made:

The Prairie State College
men’s basketball season ended
on March 5th, with their final
game played against Triton
College. It was a game that had
the crowd on the edge of their
seats. The Pioneer’s freshman
forward, Desmond Trapp,
attempted to make a three–point
shot as time expired, in an
attempt to force overtime but
the shot was no good, as called
by the referees. Trapp finished
the season first team all-region
with 13 double doubles over the
season. In basketball, a double
is the accumulation of a doubledigit number total in one of five
statistical categories—points,
rebounds, assists, steals, and
blocked shots—in a game, so a
double-double is an individual
basketball performance in which
a player accumulates a double
digit number total in two of five
categories.
Prairie State College
unfortunately lost the game, 8584, ending their season. Despite
the loss, this season was a great
improvement compared to last
year’s (2015-2016) season, in
which the team finished 8-22. The
men’s basketball team developed
to 19-13 for the 2016-2017
season, with an 11-5 home record.
In other sports news: The
women’s basketball season also
ended on March 5th in an overtime
game against Carl Sandburg
College. The final score of the
playoff game was 68-65, with the
Pioneers losing their final game.
Overall, the women’s basketball
team finished 15-14 for the 20162017 season, not bad ladies! The
spring sports season starts this
month with baseball, softball and
tennis all gearing up and ready to
go! Good luck to all the teams for
the 2017 season from your friends
at The Pioneer.

The Prairie State College student newspaper
has immediate openings for

Photographers and
Reporters

Get published. Get paid.
Compensation is available for published work.
Students interested in applying should contact the
Editor-in-Chief Lukas Angelus at
langelus@students.prairiestate.edu.
You may also attend an upcoming meeting to learn more.
Meetings are held from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.,
each Wednesday, in room 3137.
Whether you are a prospective journalist or simply love
to write or take photos, this is a fantastic opportunity to
build your skills and get your work published.

Present the

and

16th
Annual

PSC’s Got Talent
Auditions

Tuesday, February 11
Wednesday, February 12
2 - 4 p.m.
Barnes & Noble College Auditorium
Please bring your music, instrument, etc., to the audition.

PSC students . . . we know you are talented,
so here is your chance to show us.
The actual show will be held on
Thursday, February 27, 6 - 9 p.m.
If you get a callback,
the rehearsal date will be:
Wednesday, Feb. 19 at 2:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Barnes & Noble College Auditorium

Dress Rehearsal (Mandatory)
Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 2 - 5 p.m.
Barnes & Noble College Auditorium

Cash Prizes:

1st Place — $100 Gift Card
2nd Place — $75 Gift Card
3rd Place — $50 Gift Card
For further information, contact Helen Manley at (708) 709-3910 or email hmanley@prairiestate.edu

202 South Halsted Street | Chicago Heights, IL 60411
(708) 709-3500 | prairiestate.edu

