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Biden Elected, Trumps Sues
As it stands, Joseph R. Biden will
be the 46th President of the United
States come January. Several news
outlets called Pennsylvania for
Biden early Saturday morning, Nov.
7. Pennsylvania’s 20 electoral votes
put Biden over the threshold of 270
electoral votes needed to secure the
presidency. The call in Pennsylvania marked the end of a very tight
race that came down to razor-thin
margins in key battleground states.
Days before the election, Democrat
leaders were predicting sweeping
victories for Democrats in races across the country, or a “Blue
Wave” according to the pundits.
Democrats were looking to win
back the White House but also the
Senate while keeping the House of
Representatives.
As the polls closed on Tuesday,
Nov. 3, the results signaled Trump
and the rest of the Republican party
were making a better than expected
showing. Alarm bells started going
off at Democratic camps while
champagne bottles were popping
off at the White House. Key battleground states such as Michigan,
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, North
Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Arizona, and Nevada showed Trump
either ahead in the states or it being
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By Matt Rohrer

A Stressful Week The entire world was left on the edge of their seat as votes came

in from across the USA. It wasn’t until Saturday that Joe Biden was announced President-Elect of the United States.

a very tight race.
Likewise, in Senate races, Democrats sought to flip vulnerable
Republican Senate seats that would
give them a majority in the U.S.
Senate. By Wednesday morning,
it was clear, as far as the Senate,
there would be no victory lap for
the Democrats. The Dems flipped
two seats in Colorado and Arizona, while the Republicans flipped
one in Alabama and maintained
the rest. As of Monday night, Nov.
9, the Senate is split 48 Dem. to
48 Rep., with 31 of 35 of the races
called. In the House, the Democrats have won 215 seats while the
Republicans have won 196.
The Presidential race, however, was

a much different story. In the late
hours of election night Tuesday, it
was looking very grim for Biden.
Trump was exuding his trademarked confidence and bluster
while Biden, however, seemed
strangely calm. Throughout the
night, Biden also seemed cheery
and confident and kept urging his
supporters to remain calm while
“all” the votes were counted. On
Wednesday morning, the race
seemed neck and neck. Trump’s solid leads in the key states of Pennsylvania and Georgia had given way
to tight races while Biden began to
pull ahead in the states of Michigan, Wisconsin, and Nevada.
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Trump was furious. He had already
spent months publicly attacking mail-in ballots on his Twitter
account and through White House
briefings labeled them as fraudulent, despite providing no evidence
in support. Election fraud in the
U.S. is extremely rare, with a rate
less than .0009% according to a
2017 study by the Brennan Center
for Justice.
When swing states began falling
in Biden’s favor, Trump began to
hold press conferences, attacking
the credibility of the vote counting
process by once again labeling it as
fraud, promising to take his fight to
the Supreme Court (though unclear
on what grounds), and declaring
himself the winner in several states
still counting. In the end, Trump’s
attacks did nothing to stop the
count from continuing. By Thursday morning, Michigan and Wisconsin had been called for Biden,
and Pennsylvania and Georgia now
showed Biden leading in those
states.
Not until Saturday did the media
outlets call the race for Biden, as his
lead in Pennsylvania now seemed
irreversible. Despite this, Trump
has refused to concede, and his
campaign has launched numerous
legal challenges in several states
claiming voter irregularities, still
without much evidence, and several
lawsuits have already been dismissed.
Biden has since shifted his focus to
developing his transition team into
the White House. The nation must
simply watch and see what comes
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Praire State Offers Early Voting
By Matt Rohrer
The year 2020 has been anything
but average; our lives have been
turned upside down by a global
pandemic, mass protests in response to racial injustice and police
brutality spread across the world,
and now, we have had an election
on what is seen as a referendum on
the Trump presidency.
If you hadn’t already cast your
ballot by mail and preferred to
avoid the crowds on Election Day,
you may have voted early this
year at Prairie State College. Early
voting began Oct. 19 at PSC and
continued until Nov. 2. You may
have even dropped off your mail-in
ballot at the site. Information was
posted on Prairie State’s website in
the “Events” section under “Early
Voting.”
Nov. 3 was Election Day, but already millions of Americans had
cast their ballots for whom they
wished to see in the White House
in January. It is believed these
early votes are what lead to Biden’s
victory.
As with most things, Covid-19
has changed almost everything we
do from the way we shop, dine,
and socialize. The vote Nov. 3 was
no exception. Due to the dangers
COVID-19 poses, states across
the U.S. implemented guidelines
to help protect voters this election
season.
In Illinois, voters were asked to
both maintain a distance of six feet
from one another and wear masks

while inside their polling places.
Prairie State was no exception. PSC
reporters saw firsthand these guidelines being implemented.
Despite all the extra layers of precautions this election, voter turnout
easily surpassed the numbers seen
in 2016. According to the Illinois
State Board of Elections, around
2.8 million Illinoisans had already
cast their votes early. A week before
the election, a line at PSC wrapped
around the foyer.
Even if you were a first-time voter
or not sure what was on the ballot
this year, there were a few other
check boxes to look out for as an
Illinois resident. Of course, the first
thing you were asked to vote on this
year was your choice for president.
However, Illinois residents were
next asked to vote “Yes” or “No”
vote on the proposed “Fair Tax
Amendment,” which, if passed,
would have changed Illinois from a
flat tax to graduated tax system. The
amendment was ultimately rejected on a vote of 45% “Yes” and 55%
“No.”
Like 2020 itself, this election was
unparalleled to any seen before.
More votes were cast this year
than in any other U.S. presidential
election in history. Many Illinoisans
were proud to participate in the
democratic process early by visiting
Prairie State College.
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Making Art in a Pandemic
An Interview With xion.
By Joshua Tallant

xion. (right) and Joshua Tallant (left).

At the end of February, prior to
quarantine, The Pioneer had the
pleasure of interviewing local
alternative hip-hop artist “xion(.).”
While he is considered an underground/local act to some, he has
gathered a large following of devoted fans in both the south suburbs
and the South Side of Chicago. We
have been following xion(.)’s work
since the release of his 2018 project
“1223.”

“My biggest motivation to start
making music was my older sister.
She would always walk around the
house rapping and talking about
going to studios until she eventually
asked me to join a group of artists

This self-searching expression
comes through strongly in his
music. According to xion(.), each
album focuses on a different part of
his journey as an artist. So far, he
has released four albums: “1223,”
“1112,” “Bloom,” and “8.8.2020.”

xion(.) has the potential to be on
the forefront of the new age of the
Chicago music scene. This is in
part due to the way he seamlessly
blends multiple genres, such as
hip-hop, lo-fi, alternative, indie, etc.
into his art. However, the way that
he carries himself as an artist, his
mindset, is what has brought him
this far.

xion(.)’s career in music began at
home when he was just a sophomore in high school. From the
moment he released his first song
in October of 2014, he knew he
wanted to be a part of the music
industry. In 2018, he took the name
xion(.) to mark the start of a new
musical journey.

“’1223’ was supposed to be an introduction, a free space for all these
ideas that I have. ‘1112’ was more of
a particular project — it was about
very specific events — whereas
‘Bloom’ was about self-transformation and growth that we experience.”
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Unfortunately, due to quarantine, we had to scrap the original
interview because his career has
changed. However, xion(.) kept in
touch and on Nov. 3 we redid the
entire interview. After nine long
months, we are now able to share
with you all the thoughts, ideas,
and ambitions of xion(.)

people are enjoying and influenced
by what I make, that it breeds experiences for those listeners. I mostly
write songs for myself. I write so I
can understand myself better...I’m
not necessarily writing for fans; I’m
writing for self-expression. To see
where I’ve been, what I’m experiencing, and where I’m going.”

with her. I thought I could rap too,
and they ended up liking what I
showed them.”

“This last project, ‘8.8.2020,’ was
about being comfortable with
myself, doing whatever I wanted to
do and not feeling pressured to do
anything that I didn’t want to do as
an artist. All my projects are personal to me for various reasons.”

There’s one question every artist has to answer for themselves:
What does it mean to be an artist?
Why produce art; what makes it so
important? Like so many others,
xion(.) believes his art is a mix of
self-expression and capturing experiences.

One of the things that separates
xion(.) from other aspiring artists is
his trans-genre creativity. Although
many consider his music to be
“alternative hip-hop,” xion(.) feels
that the myriad of influences in his
music make it unique.

“I would say for the most part I
just really enjoy it...I just hope that

Continued on Pg. 4
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“I feel like there’s no set genre for
my music...The best way I could
describe it would be alternative;
there’s really no box on it. Although
as of late I’ve been really inspired
by indie, folk music, genres like
those. [My sound] is a combination
of Frank Ocean and Hurt Everybody, but also just personally trying
to figure out ways where I fit into
music.”
In addition to these artists and
others like Earl Sweatshirt, A$AP
Rocky, Supa Bwe, and Qari, xion(.)
draws a lot of influence from those
around him: “My younger brother
Khari, my older sister, and my girlfriend, who I write pretty much all
of my songs about.”
Once quarantine began, people
around the world used artistic
mediums such as movies, drawing,
or music to get them through their
days. These became a staple of day
to day life, helping people cope with
the monotony and uncertainty of
the last eight months.
When we consume these works of
art, we easily forget the hard work,
dedication and time that goes into
its creation. Writing music is hard
enough, xion(.) says, but quarantine brought with it a whole new set
of challenges.
“The biggest challenge for me was
finishing a project; like, it was easy
finishing the project but starting a
new project after was the challenge.
The project was really inspired by
the start of the quarantine and what
came with it, but after I finished it, I
lost a lot of that inspiration because
nothing new was happening around
me.”

Volume 65 Issue 7

November 2020

As if not being able to go outside
wasn’t mentally taxing enough, isolation brought on intense anxiety.
However, as time passed, xion(.)
had learned to channel these negative feelings into a driving force to
finish the album.

As xion(.) continues to produce
through the pandemic, his future
goals are ever in sight. Although
he’s not exactly sure what constitutes success for him, he says that
no matter what, the expression in
his music takes priority.

“The project was mainly about
learning how to deal with isolation and growing up. When I first
started writing for the project, it
was about being in a really dark
place, but I found a way to see
things from a different perspective
throughout that process…I thought
maybe the project shouldn’t be
about being nowhere and feeling
stagnant. Maybe it should be about
how it’s good to embrace the fact
that nothing is happening around
me, that I’m learning a lot about
myself and growing through it.”

“As much as I use my music as a
tool for myself, I do want people
to enjoy it, to care about it, and to
have meaning to those outside of
me. It wouldn’t mean anything to
me at all if I were to get famous
from my music, and I couldn’t
make the music that I want to make
or if I wasn’t doing anything that
other people got happiness from. I
do want to take it to a high enough
level where I can say I’m successful, where I can emotionally touch
people, and be able to perform…
There’s a lot to do still, a lot of
working on my craft before I reach
any of those points.”

“Maybe it should be
about how it’s good to
embrace the fact that
nothing is happening
around me, that I’m
learning a lot about
myself, and growing
With all the free time that had
been allocated as quarantine was
dragging on day by day, it allowed
xion(.) time to learn not only about
himself but the way in which he
approaches making music as well.
“More than anything, quarantine
forced me to learn that not everything around me will always go
right. That I needed to slow down
and start approaching things one
step at a time instead of expecting
things to all come together immediately.”

As xion(.) had said earlier in the interview, his music is a pure self-expression of himself, who he is and
how he feels. His most recent project, “8.8.2020,” is a prime example
of how he’s learning how to come to
terms with the world around him.
Compared to his earliest works
such as “1223,” it’s clear he has matured and refined his sound.
That type of mindset is going to
carry him far. Readers are encouraged to take some time and get familiar with his discography because
xion(.) may be a household name in
the future.
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Hybrid Classes Are Unsafe
By Chloe Kapica
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Students all over the country are choosing to go back
to school instead of doing school online for the fall semester.
The debate between sending children off to school or keeping them
at home is never-ending as some
college students around the country continue to take charge of their
lives and escape their households in
the midst of a pandemic.
More than half-way through the
semester, cases all over the country
are skyrocketing, and some universities have still made the decision to
keep their students on campus.
Ball State University, located in
Muncie, Ind., is one of the many
universities that has chosen to invite students back on campus. They
feel like this decision was important
because students “valued personal
educational experiences” over their
safety and wellbeing.
Ball State isn’t entirely in-person,
of course. It has online courses
and then “hybrid courses.” Hybrid
classes, which are partly online
and partly in-person, are used at
many colleges but still pose a risk
to students; colleges can (and have)
instead offer a way for students to

take the entire class curriculum
online.
Most students who take these hybrid courses are art majors.
Ball State Senior Media Strategist
Marc Ransford states, “...they [the
students] need the experience of
being in front of others as they
practice their craft. So, not everything can be done online, but with
physical distancing and smaller
classes, we can make it safer.”
Even though other schools, like
Columbia College of Chicago, still
have animation and theater classes
as well, they are entirely online.
Animation students work from the
safety of their homes. They only
come to campus if they choose too.
Like many other colleges that have
reopened campuses, both Ball
State and University of Chicago’s
COVID numbers were staggering
at the beginning of the semester.
Chicago Maroon reporter Matthew
Lee writes, “In sum, 14 university
affiliates have tested positive for

COVID-19 between Sept. 20 and
Oct. 1. Six of the confirmed cases
were students living off campus.”
They both have had difficulty adjusting to the new normal.
With growing numbers of cases on
campus, it seems that any exposure,
even if distanced, could present
a significant risk to students. If
Columbia College of Chicago can
make their entire course curriculum available online, then it is
possible for other universities and
colleges to do the same. The question is, are “valued personal educational experiences” really worth
sacrificing safety?
Many still argue that online classes
do not offer the same level of education. Ball State student Mackenzie Lyseng feels that there are some
parts of her courses that simply do
not work as well online.
Lyseng states, “Unless some of my
professors stepped up their video
lecture content and the university
provided each student with the tablets and the animation software, I
don’t even think it’d be possible. I’ve
found that my zoom calls are often
unproductive compared to when
the teacher can look at my problem
animating and walk me through it
in class.”
Even though there are some difficulties with online classes, Lyseng
was willing to give it a try if Ball
State ever offered it.
All in all, going into the spring
semester, schools all across the
country are recognizing that this
pandemic is not ending anytime
soon and are ensuring students can
learn safely.
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By Tamas DiLorenzo
This year has been challenging, for
businesses especially. Adapting to
new social distancing restrictions,
offering safer services for customers, and making competitive products at recession-friendly prices
have been a challenge, and few
companies have done it better than
Apple.
They’ve released their cheapest iPhone in years and completely re-envisioned the Mac and Macbook.
Other, more specialized companies
like NVIDIA, have built compelling
technology at prices more affordable than ever. Both of these innovations have been enabled by ARM,
but the core question hasn’t yet
been addressed: What does Apple’s
partnership with ARM mean for
consumers and future innovation?
In June, Apple announced it would
be leaving a partnership with Intel,
moving its MacBook and Mac line
entirely to ARM, a competing processing chip architecture.
Apple has had extreme success with
ARM, which has powered iPhones,
Pads, Pods, and Watches for years.
ARM is a platform unlike Intel or
AMD. Its low-power, low-heat, and
low-instruction set makes it perfect for mobile devices. A majority
of the world’s mobile devices are
based on ARM, and mobile devices
like the iPhone have built-in ARMbased deep learning for things like
image processing and Siri functionality. And here, NVIDIA saw
an opportunity. In September, they
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Deep Learning?
bought ARM.
NVIDIA is not only a leading manufacturer of graphics processing
units (GPU’s) but also an industry
leader in deep learning research, a
new and constantly growing field.
Deep learning is the kind of buzzword that gets thrown around in
science-fiction, but to be clear: It’s
very real. Google, Amazon, and
Apple are all betting heavily on
deep learning, for everything from
tracking their customers’ engagement and purchases to creating
better virtual assistants.
NVIDIA makes money hand over
fist from all of their technology, and
their only real competitor is AMD.
Now, with ARM coming to the
not-so-distant-future for Macs of
all shapes and sizes, one is tempted
to speculate. Just how important is
deep learning to Apple? Will they
be willing to partner with NVIDIA, the current owners of ARM,
to build dedicated chips capable
of improving their deep learning
technology?
Apple and NVIDIA have a complicated history. In the past, NVIDIA
shortages caused a MacBook
launch delay, and Apple’s partnership with AMD for its GPU’s was
seen as something of a betrayal by
NVIDIA. Yet, Apple can’t exactly
afford to make any more enemies,
what with Epic Games suing them,
Intel licking their wounds, and allegations of monopolistic behaviors.
That being said, letting bygones be
bygones in the view of billions of

dollars might be worth it. NVIDIA
certainly isn’t in the habit of turning down money, and both parties
enjoy boasting about their powerful
hardware and software. Why not do
it together?
After all, ARM may be the unifying
architecture needed to bring balance to the tumultuous pair. With
the power saved on the CPU side,
Apple can afford to put a power-hungry NVIDIA chip in a light
MacBook.
What about NVIDIA cards in
iMacs and Mac Pros? Finally, Apple’s workstations could be competitive on the graphics side, enabling
video and image editors to more
readily switch from their preferred
platform, Windows.
Apple has had great success so far
with its deep learning architecture, which has been integrated
into iPhones and iPads for years
and has boosted productivity and
ease-of-access for many users. In its
Nov. 10 keynote, Apple announced
plans to go further with its deep
learning technology for a few of its
Mac models, with promises of more
refreshed models in the future.
As it stands now, there are no public plans or promises to work with
NVIDIA. But it is possible, even
likely, that the companies will put
away their differences in the interest of high profits. After all, what
fun is it being alone at the top?
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Two work-study scholarships through the Pioneer will be open for
Spring of 2021.
The Editor-In-Chief and Layout Editor positions are available. All
students are eligible to apply.
Students interested in the Editor-In-Chief position must:
•
•
•
•
•

Coordinate the production of the bi-weekly student newspaper
Follow news leads and communicate with student leaders
Recruit and train new writers
Demonstrate strong leadership skills
Be willing to work 19 hours per week

Students interested in the Layout Editor position must:
•
•
•
•

Be familiar with Adobe InDesign
Coordinate printing and distribution of the paper
Demonstrate a familiarity with newspaper style and layout
Be willing to work 19 hours per week

Each Work Study Scholarship will be awarded to a full-time student actively pursuing a degree. The work study scholarship is
renewable at the end of the academic year but is limited to four
semesters. The Work Study Scholarship will be awarded on the
basis of GPA, essay, resume, letter of recommendation and optional financial need.
Applicants must submit an essay of 300-500 words describing
why they are applying for the scholarship. Along with the essay,
applicants should submit evidence of their high school GPA or
college GPA, a resume and at least one letter of recommendation.
All application materials must be submitted to Professor Dan MacNamara at dmcnamara@prairiestate.edu by

